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USO Club For Negro Soldiers
To Be Formally Opened Today
A USO club for negroes will

be formally opened Sunday in
Montgomery when service men
and their friends dedicate the
new unit at 215 Monroe Avenue.

The club occupies the first and
second floors of the Charles A.
Kohn property. It will be operat-
ed by the Y. M. C. A. and W. E.
Hogan will be director.

The unit contains a lounging
room, auditorium, writing facil-
ities, check rooms, music room,
library and shower baths.

Dr. H. C. Trenholm, president
of State Normal College, will
preside at Sunday's opening ex-
ercises, which begin at 6 p.m.
Felicitations will be extended by
these organizations:

Ministerial Alliance, Federation
of Colored Women's Clubs, State-
on Alabama, City of Montgom-
ery, citizens and merchants of

Montgomery.

Special music will be rendered
by the Fourth Aviation glee club
and the State Teachers College
choir.

Maj. Seward Phillips Keese, of
the Southeast Army Air Forces
Training Center, will deliver the
principal, address. He will be in-
troduced by Cliff Green, who
has assisted the negro committee
in establishing the club.

The program, for the week is
as follows:

Monday: Dedication dance for
married couples, 8:30 p.m.
• Tuesday: Victory dance for
service men, 8:30 p.m.; dedication
broadcast, 9:30 p.m.

Wednesday: Field day, State
Teachers College stadium, 4 to 8
p.m.; open house.

Thursday: Dedication dance for
service men, 8:30 p.m.

Friday and Saturday: Card,
ping pong, checkers and Chinese
checkers tournament, 8 p.m.

Sunday: Vesper service, 6 p.m.
Special program arranged by
committee on religion; open
house.



Qovernor Prods President
In Airport Jimcrow Evasure

••.
The fe'urni'ng of race barriers at

Maxwell Field was laid directly at
the door of President Roosevelt
yesterday in a tejegram of protest
from Alabama's Gov. Sparks.

The Governor declared that the
order, read Wednesday to civilian
and army personnel at Maxwell,
"breaks 'down an essential prin-
ciple of race relationship in the
South," and "grievously handi-
caps efforts to bring about better
race relationships."

Text of the telegram, addressed
to the President at the W h i t e
House, follows:

"Local newspapers carry notice
today to the War Department's
order terminating segregation oC
races at the Maxwell Field post
exchange here. As Governor of
the State of Alabama, I protest
such an order, which violates a

Race Division
Terminated At
Maxwell Field

- .
War Department Order

Calls Off Segregation
In Post Exchange Cafe

'Segregation of the races in the
Maxwell. Field post exchange was ,
terminated yesterday on instruc-
tions contained in a War Depart-
'inent directive whieh was read
to c iv i l ian and military person-
nel, by organization officers of
the post, according to informa-

'tipn brought into the city by .ci-
vil ian workers.

All attempts to obtain an offi-
cial elaboration on- the order, its

•: extent, and its full, effect were
unsuccessful. Inquiries at post
headquarters elicited the brief
reply, "no comment."

From a. trustworthy but non-
military source it was learned
that the directive reaching Max-
well Field was only one of others
going to every other military
post in continental United States.
The 'directive, it was said, was
1-pst.r.iftPd wh-ich means that.- it
could not be released for publica-
tion. This explained the reti-
cence of Maxwell Field officials
who were described as in the po-
sition of having to carry out or-
ders they could not publicly dis-
cuss.

The Advertiser's informant took
.,a conservative view of the sit- ,
ualion caused by the direct ive 's '
going into ef fec t . He said the 1
commanding officers at Maxwell
Field could, in his opinion, be '
trusted to carry out the order
without imposing a hardship -on
civilian personnel.

While The Advertiser did not
have access to 1he directive, it
is understood that it requires the
removal of all segregation de-
vices on the post so far as mil i-
tary personnel is concerned.

Civilian workers at Maxwell
Field have limited use of the post
exchange facilities. They are en-,
titled.to buy food and soft drink;-,
for onf.premises .consumption Jr>ut
when, they buy cigarets and to-
bacco they pay the State tax
which is turned over by the post
exchange to the State ' Treasury.

statewide practice and .belief and
aggravates rather than helps.

"It breaks down an essential
principle of race relationship in
the South and grievously handi-
caps those of us in leadership po-
sitions who are trying to bring
about a better relationship be-
tween the two races and an im-
provement of both on equal bases.

"May I respectfully ask that you
give this matter your personal at-
tention and, before the order is
made effective, that you give con-
sideration to the opinions of those
of 'us who are trying to be help
ful—those of us whose efforts wil
be neutralized by such orders."

In making public his telegram
Sparks did not say whether he hac
seen a copy of the memorandun
Which the War Department said
had been sent to all command?
calling attention to a general poli
cy forbidding discr iminat ion be
tween negro and white personne
at army posts.

The Wai; Department yesterda;
said the air forces sent to ul l it
commands recently a memoran-
dum calling attention to the pol-
icy. The Air Forces memoran-
dum, dated Aug. 17, was based on
a general a r m y circular issued
July 8 which restated a "long-
standing department policy." This
policy forbids discrimination at
army posts1 and by any army-op-
erated transportation facilities.

The July 8 order, issued over
the signature of Maj. Gen. James
A. Ulio, adjutant general, said:

"Exchanges — While exchanges
and branch exchanges may be al-
located to serve specific areas or
units, no exchange will be desig-
nated for the exclusive use of any
particular race. W h e r e such
branch exchanges are established,
personnel will not be restricted to
the use of their area or unit ex-
change, but will be permitted to
use any other exchange on the
post, camp or station.

"Transportation—Buses, trucks,
or other transportation owned and
operated either by the govern-
ment or by a governmental in-
strumentality will be available to
ajl military personnel regardless
of race. Restricting personnel to
certain sections of such transpor-
tation because of race will not be
permitted either on or off a post,
camp or station, regardless of lo-
cal civilian custom.

"Army Motion Picture Theaters
—Army motion picture theaters
may be allocated to serve certain
areas or units but no theater or
performance in any theater will
be denied any group or individual •
because of race."

Public relations o f f i c e . r s . i n i
Montgomery declined to comment
on the news article carried in .The
Advertiser or on subsequent de-
velopments. As far as could be
learned f r o m civilian employes
and other sources no unusual in-
cidents had occurred since the or-
der was announced.

In Atlanta, however, Major Har-
old Tyler, public relations officer
for the Fourth Service Command,
said he had not heard of such an
order recently, but pointed out
that it is "traditional" in the army
t h a t recreational facilities are
open to all personnel without re-
spect to race. He was so quoted
by the United Press. He added
that the order issued in July had
called "attention to the earlier
regulation on this subject."



Negro Soldiers Build Park;
Name It For Maj. Wilhelm

COURTLAND, ALA., Feb. 25
—Maj. D wight M. Wilhelm, exec-
utive officer of the Army Air
Forces Basic Flying School,
Courtland, Ala., was pleasantly
surprised recently when he
learned that a park built at Max-
well Field by negro soldiers for-

.merly under his command has
been given the name Wilhelm
Park as a tribute to him.

The beautification of this once
barren area was started by Maj.
Wilhelm when he was stationed
at Maxwell Field and was serv-
ing as the commanding officer of

Maj. Todd Attending
Army Safety Meeting

Maj. Thomas M. Todd, com-
manding officer of the 68th Sub-
Depot at Maxwell Field, is now
attending a safety meeting con-
ducted by the Air Service Com-
mand at ' the Warner Robin's Air
Depot, Macon, Ga., it was an-
nounced Friday. Accompanying
Maj. Todd were Capt. William D.
Ma'stin, depot engineering officer,
Robert A. Reeves, general fore-
man of the engineering depart-
ment, and Marshall Cunningham,
warehouse superintendent.

Maj. Harry D. Immel, safety
administrator of the Air Service

. Command, was scheduled to ad-
dress the conference.

Schwaegler to Give
Two Exhibitions
At Maxwell Tuesday

Connie Schwoegler, one of the
nation's top bowlers, is scheduled
to give two exhibitions at Max-
well Field Tuesday, March 16. At
6:30 p.m. he will perform at the
soldier bowling alleys, and at
7:45 p.m. at the aviation cadet al-
leys. Officers are requested to
attend the latter exhibition, ac-
cording to Capt. Arvin L. Payne,
special service officer.

the negro organizations of that
base. Seeing that the negro
troops were willing to improve
this tract which covers almost
38 acres of land and is located
partly within their squadron
area, he secured permission to
acquire shrubbery from govern-
ment owned land near the field.

Using their own time after
duty hours each day and furnish-
ing their own tools, men from
these outfits sodded the tract
and landscaped the area with
trees, flower beds, and shrubs.
Under the force of their initia-
tive the land soon developed into
a trim, well planned park. They
built benches and constructed a
large open air theater for con-
certs and out-door entertainment
during the Summer months. Giv-
ing over a section of the park to
sports, volley ball and basketball
courts and the like have been
constructed. All of this work, in-
cluding time and material, was
accomplished without cost to the
government.

Before the park could be fin-
ished Maj. Wilhelm was trans-
ferred to the AAFBFS, Court-
land, Ala. However, the men
continued their work and when
recently it was finished he re-
ceived photographs of the com-
pleted project. Over the en-
trance is an arch with the words,
Wilhelm Park.

While Maj. Wilhelm is pleased
with the honor_paid him by these
soldiers of his former post, he is
particularly proud of the men for
having such a splendid spirit and
for displaying such fine initiative
in bettering their squadron area.



An unidentified negro soldier
was fatally shot and a negro ci-
vilian was wounded in the leg
by shots fired by a Military Po-
liceman on Monroe between Per-
ry and Lawrence Streets early
last night.

Military Police at police head-
quarters said that they were un-
authorized to give a statement
of facts concerning the shooting,
but admitted that an M. P. had
shot a negro soldier and a stray
bullet had struck a negro civilian.

The Provost Marshal at Max-
well Field was unavailable, for
details of the shooting. However,
a witness to the shooting said
that the M. P. had remonstrated
with the soldier and after a con-
versation in which the negro is
alleged to have cursed the M. P.
and then charged him. The M. P.
is said to have wielded his night
stick until it was wrested from
his grip by the soldier. He then
pulled his service automatic and
fired twice, one bullet striking
the soldier below the ch£st and
the other hitting the civilian in
the leg.

It was believed that the negro
was carried to Maxwell Field in
an Army ambulance and the M.

i P. placed under arrest pending
an investigation.




